Moroni  and  Joseph  Smith 


"And  when  ye  shall 
receive  these  things,  I 
would  exhort  you  that 
ye  would  ask  God,  the 
Eternal  Father,  in  the 
name  of  Christ,  if  these 
things  are  not  true;  and 
if  ye  shall  ask  with  a 
sincere  heart,  with  real 
intent,  having  faith  in 
Christ,  he  will  manifest 
the  truth  of  it  unto  you, 
by  the  power  of  the 
Holy   Ghost. 

And  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  ye  may 
know  the  truth  of  all 
things." 

—Moroni  10  : 4,  5 
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EDITORIAL 

An   Historic  Date 

AN  the  night  of  September  21,  1823.  one  of  the  greatest  events  in  the 
v-'  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times  took  place.  In  answer  to  the 
the  humble  prayer  of  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  the  Lord  sent  the  Angel  Moroni, 
a  former  Nephite  Prophet,  to  instruct  the  future  prophet  on  coming  events 
in  the  restoration,  of  the  Gospel.  Joseph  was  told  of  Gold  Plates  that  were 
deposited  in  a  nearby  hill  which  contained  the  Fulness  of  the  Everlasting 
Gospel  and  the  history  of  mighty  nations  that  had  passed  away. 

To  Latter-Day  Saints,  the  story  of  the  angel's  visit  and  of  Joseph  get- 
ting the  plates  is  one  of  inspiration  and  testimony  —  The  Book  of  Mormon 
is  a  witness  to  power  of  God  and  the  gift  of  Translation  —  Though  men 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  Gold  Plates  being  used  to  record  history  of  men  and 
nations  today,  it  is  a  well  proven  fact  that  tablets  were  used  to  help  pre- 
serve great  truths.  "Truth  has  sprung  out  of  the  Earth"  (Psalms  85-11.)  to 
confirm  the  truth  of  the  message  of  Joseph  Smith. 

President  J.  Golden   Snow. 


We  present  an  editorial  from  the  Church  News  section  of  the  Deseret 
Newspaper,  published  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

More  Gold  Plates  Found 

by  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen 

THE  London  Illustrated  News  (London,  Eng.)  recently  carried  an  exciting 
article,  with  pictures,  telling  of  the  discovery  of  some  very  thin  gold 
plates  —  almost  as  thin  as  gold  leaf,  bearing  ancient  inscriptions. 

The  discovery  was  made  in  Italy,  at  the  site  of  an  ancient  port  city  of 
Pyrgi,  on  the  coast  of  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea.  about  30  miles  north  of  Rome. 

The  city  dates  back  to  five  centuries  before  Christ,  and  is  located  in  what 
anciently  was  called  the  nation  of  Etruria. 

Archaeologists  have  been  working  this  site  since  1956,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Institute  of  Etruscology  and  Italic  Antiquities  of  the 
University  of  Rome. 

Massimo  Pallottino.  director  of  the  expedition  working  on  the  site, 
wrote  a  detailed  account  of  his  team's  operation  in  the  London  Illustrated 
News. 

He  reports  the  discovery  of  two  large  Etruscan  temples,  as  well  as 
many  pieces  of  painted  terra-cotta  relief,  statues,  slabs  with  geometric 
motifs,  pottery  and  a  vast  number  of  silver  coins. 

But  the  most  unusual  discovery  of  all  came  when  archaeologists  found 
three  thin  rectangular  sheets  of  gold,  all  about  the  same  size,  eight  inches 
long  and  five  wide.  On  one  side  of  each  sheet  were  three  holes,  with  rivets 
still  in  place,  indicating  they  had  been  fastened  either  to  each  other,  or  to 
some  other  object,  possibly  making  them  into  a  book. 

All  three  bore  engraved  inscriptions,  one  of  them  in  the  Phoenician 
language,  the  other  two  in  ancient  Etruscan.  All  have  been  translated,  and 
are  tributes  to  a  pagan  goddess,  expressing  gratitude  for  her  protection. 

Mr.  Pallottino,  director  of  the  expedition,  indicates  that  "the  inscrip- 
tions can  be  securely  dated  to  about  500  B.C.  or  the  first  years  of  the  fifth 
century." 

This  is  the  sixty-third  location  in  which  archaeologists  have  found 
metal  plates,  most  of  which  contained  engravings  of  ancient  vintage. 
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It  is  of  more  than  ordinarj   interest  also  to  note  that  Mr.  Pallottino 

suggests  their  dating  at   500  B.C.  which   is  so  near  to  the  time  when  Lchi 
left  Palestine  for  his  voyage  to  America. 

I  his  date  is  also  near  that  given  for  the  plates  ol  Darius  which  weft 
found  in  Persia,  the  archaeologists  having  placed  them  at  about  ^H^  B.C. 
These  plates  were  also  engraved,  one  being  of  silver,  the  other  being  of 
gold.  Each  told  of  the  works  of  King  Darius,  he  who  cast  Daniel  into  the 
lion's  den. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  things  about  the  plates  of  Darius  is  that 
they  were  found  in  a  stone  box  constructed  exactly  as  Joseph  Smith  de- 
scribed the  box  in  which  the  Book  of  Mormon  plates  were  found. 

But  still  another  similar  discovery  has  been  made,  the  plates  of  Sargon, 
which  also  were  engraved  metal,  and  found  buried  in  a  stone  box  of  similar 
description. 

Other  plates  which  have  been  found  have  been  made  of  various  metals, 
some  of  gold,  some  of  silver;  others  have  been  bronze,  brass,  copper,  and 
even  tin.  Some  were  engraved,  others  were  not.  Some  bore  court  records, 
others  tributes  to  pagan  gods  and  goddesses  of  ancient  religions,  others 
personal  inscriptions  on  very  small  plates  used  as  ornaments. 

No  longer  can  critics  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  say  it  is  a  false  notion 
that  ancient  records  were  kept  on  metal  plates.  It  had  been  taught  for  years 
in  departments  of  history  at  the  universities  of  the  world,  that  ancient 
records  were  limited  to  clay  tablets,  papyrus  and  sheep  skin. 

Recent  discoveries  have  fully  proven  that  although  such  records  were 
kept,  and  as  far  as  present  knowledge  goes  were  most  voluminous,  never- 
theless there  was  a  well  established  custom  of  preserving  many  records  in 
metal. 

The  Dead  Sea  scrolls  have  made  a  contribution  in  this  direction,  too. 
for  one  of  them  was  metal,  containing  scripture  which  has  now  been 
translated,  as  have  other  scrolls  of  the  same  period,  these  dating  to  about 
200  years  B.C. 

Since  such  records  were  kept  in  ancient  times,  we  may  no  longer 
object  to  the  brass  plates  mentioned  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  either,  for 
a  number  of  the  modern  finds  have  been  in  brass. 

God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way,  it  is  true,  but  He  most  assuredly  moves, 
and  one  of  the  present  miracles  is  the  manner  in  which  He  has  dispelled 
objections  to  the  "gold  plates"  story  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 


LIFE'S    TESTS 

If  never   a   sorrow  came   to  us,  and    never  a 

care  we   knew; 
If  every  hope  were  realized,  and  every  dream 

came  true; 
If  only  joy  were  found  on  earth,  and  no  one 

ever  sighed, 
And   never  a  friend   proved  false    to   us,   and 

never  a  loved  one  died, 
And    never  a  burden  bore   us  down,  soul-sick 

and  weary,  too, 
We'd  yearn  for  tests  to   prove  our  worth  and 

tasks  for  us  to  do. 

Edgar  A.   Guest 


228 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER      September.  1966 


Father,  Mother  and  Children 

by  President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr. 

Late  Second  Counselor  in   the  First  Presidency 

A/fY  brothers  and  sisters.  I  stand  before  you  this  morning  to  make  a  few 
-"-■-  remarks  with  a  hope  in  my  heart  that  the  Lord  will  bless  me  and 
direct  me  in  what  I  shall  say  and  that  I  may  be  aided  by  your  faith  and 
prayers.  With  those  prayers  coming  to  me  in  my  behalf,  I  shall  be  blessed, 
and  you  also. 

I  think  I  would  like  to  begin  by  noting  the  absence  of  a  man  who  was 
with  us  for  forty-seven  years  as  an  Apostle,  as  President  of  the  Quorum, 
and  as  President  of  the  Church;  a  man  who  had  a  great  love  for  his  fellow 
men  as  any  man  I  have  ever  met;  a  man  who  left  with  us,  or  left  with  me. 
two  great  sayings  —  "We  are  all  children  of  our  Heavenly  Father,"  and 
"Keep  out  of  the  devil's  territory"  —  fundamental  principles.  I  am 
referring,  of  course,  to  President  George  Albert  Smith. 

In  this  Church  there  never  is  an  interregnum.  So  soon  as  one  President 
dies,  the  Twelve  take  over;  then,  on  their  proposal,  a  President  of  the 
Church  is  chosen  and  sustained.  And  always,  the  powers  and  authorities,  the 
prerogatives  of  the  one  who  has  passed  descend  to  the  one  who  comes. 
Those  powers  and  authorities,  responsibilities,  have  descended  upon  our 
present  President,  David  O.  McKay,  who  is  administering  the  affairs  of 
the  Church  with  wisdom,  with  understanding,  and  inspired  by  the  revela- 
tions of  the  Lord's  mind  and  will. 

During  this  conference  much  has  been  said  about  a  subject  that  has 
been  running  in  my  mind  for  several  months,  and  notwithstanding  that  it 
has  been  discussed  so  much,  I  should  like  to  add  a  few  words  during  the 
time  I  shall  address  you,  of  my  own  feeling  about  it.  I  am  referring  to  the 
home  and  the  family  relationship. 

The  family,  looked  at  broadly,  is  as  nearly  basic  to  the  principles  and 
plan  of  the  restored  gospel  as  any  principle  of  which  I  know.  We  have  a 
Heavenly  Father  and  Mother,  the  eternal  parents  of  the  spirits  of  us  who 
are  here.  And  those  spirits  were  created  that  they  might  come  to  this 
earth  and  receive  mortal  tabernacles,  so  that  in  the  due  time  of  the  Lord 
we  shall  lay  away  the  mortal  tabernacle;  then  in  due  time  we  shall  resume 
it  and  become  the  perfect  soul,  the  body  and  the  spirit  reunited. 

The  Lord  has  created,  so  he  has  told  us  worlds  without  number,  and 
I  am  sure  for  this  same  purpose. 

That,  I  repeat,  that  family  relationship  is  fundamental,  because  without 
it  we  cannot  reach  out  to  the  destiny  which  our  Heavenly  Father  has 
provided  for  us.  When  Adam  came,  he  was  alone.  And  the  Lord  said,  "It 
is  not  good  that  the  man  should  be  alone."  He  said  to  Adam,  "Multiply, 
and  replenish  the  earth."  (Gen.  1:28).  Eve  came,  then  the  command  was 
given  that  a  man  "shall  cleave  unto  his  wife,"  leaving  father  and  mother, 
"and  they  twain  shall  be  one  flesh."  (Matt.  19:5.)  That  was  reiterated  by 
the  Saviour  replying  to  the  query  of  the  taunting  Pharisees.  And  out  of 
that  union  came  ourselves,  our  mortal  tabernacles.  In  our  day  the  Lord 
has  revealed  another  element,  and  that  is  the  sealing  of  man  and  wife  for 
time  and  for  all  eternity,  and  out  of  that  union  they  twain  beget  blood 
and  flesh. 

And  I  would  like  you  to  reflect  upon  the  fact  that  our  children  came 
to  us  with  spirits  that  did  not  ask  us  to  bring  them,  but  with  spirits, 
through  some  operation  of  which  I  am  not  aware,  that  are  assigned  to  us: 
and  they  come  to  us  our  guests.  We  are  responsible  for  the  mortal  taber- 
nacling of  that  spirit;  and  I  should  like  each  and  every  Latter-day  Saint  to 
get  that  fact  into  his  heart,  that  the  child  which  is  his,  or  hers,  comes  at 
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the  invitation,  virtually,  of  them  who  beget  it,  and  then  I  would  like  you 
to  reflect  upon  the  responsibility  which  that  brings  home  to  each  and  every 
man  and  woman  who  is  a  parent.  Yours  is  the  responsibility  to  see  that 
this  tabernacled  spirit  loses  no  opportunity,  through  you,  to  prove  his 
worthiness  and   righteousness  in  living  through   his  second  estate. 

Now  the  point  that  I  wish  particularly  to  emphasize  is  this  —  you 
parents  cannot  shift  that  responsibility  to  anyone  else.  It  is  yours;  you 
cannot  divest  yourselves  of  it. 

You  cannot  give  it  to  the  state,  and  you  ought  not  to  give  it  to  the 
state,  for  when  the  state  takes  over  the  direction,  instruction,  and  rearing  of 
its  youth,  then  passes  out,  as  the  whole  history  of  the  world  shows,  the 
great  priniciple  of  free  agency,  and  not  only  that,  but  all  the  sacred  princi- 
ples of  chastity  and  morality,  with  a  host  of  other  virtues  which  belong  to 
a  free  society  and  are  inherent  in  the  governing  principles  of  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

You  cannot  entrust  your  children,  in  the  sense  of  having  them  take 
over  your  responsibility,  to  our  schools.  They  cannot  do  your  work.  They 
may  aid,  and,  sometimes,  they  may  detract  and  defeat.  I  have  referred  be- 
fore to  pernicious  doctrines  which  are  appearing  in  our  schools,  not  only 
political  doctrines,  which  I  would  like  you  to  note,  but  moral.  The  doctrine 
that  the  sex  urge  is  like  the  urge  for  food  and  drink,  is  born  of  Satan,  and 
the  man  or  woman  who  teaches  it.  is  Satan-inspired.  Every  effort  you 
can  make  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  doctrine,  you  should  make. 

You  cannot  entrust  your  children  to  society.  That  will  never  do. 
Society  is  too  tolerant  of  wrong,  too  ignorant  of  matters  of  right  living, 
too  easy  to  betray  and  debauch. 

And  lastly,  the  Church  cannot  take  over  the  responsibility  which  is 
yours  to  train  your  children.  The  Church  can  aid.  and  should  be  the 
greatest  aid;  and  we  are  derelict  if  we  do  not,  as  Church  members  and  as 
Church  organizations,  provide  that  assistance.  But  beyond  the  Church  — 
the  Sunday  Schools,  the  Mutual  Improvement  Associations,  the  Primary, 
the  Relief  Society,  and  all  the  priesthood  organizations  —  beyond  that  is 
the  family,  and  it  is  our  responsibility  as  parents  to  see  to  it  that  we  fully 
perform  our  duties  in  this  respect. 

Now,  brethren,  at  best  we  are  somewhat  clumsy  at  leading  and  direct- 
ing our  children.  We  are  away  from  home,  of  necessity,  a  great  part  of 
the  time,  our  thoughts  are  along  other  lines,  we  have  to  battle  for  our 
existence,  for  the  livelihood  of  our  families.  Those  of  us  who  hold  Church 
positions  are  absent  in  the  evenings,  in  addition  to  the  days  that  we  spend 
getting  our  livelihood.  I  repeat,  we  are  a  little  bit  clumsy.  And  so  to  the 
sisters  of  the  Church,  the  mothers  of  the  Church,  they  whom  the  Lord  has 
designed  and  planned  should  be  the  immediate  instrumentality  of  perpetua- 
ting the  race  and  of  bringing  spirits  to  this  earth,  providing  bodies  for 
them,  to  them  we  must  primarily  look  for  the  rearing  of  our  children. 

Sisters,  when  you  think  of  what  a  child  is.  the  mortal  tabernacle  of 
a  spirit  created  by  our  Heavenly  Father,  a  mortal  tabernacle  which  you. 
with  all  the  sacrifice  that  it  has  entailed,  with  all  the  danger  that  has  been 
involved  of  going  down  into  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  to  bring 
the  child  forth,  when  you  think  of  that,  do  you  not  sense  how  urgent,  how 
immediate,  how  great  is  the  responsibility  which  you  have  assumed?  And. 
oh.  how  well  the  great  bulk  of  the  sisters,  the  mothers  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints  are  performing  that,  going  on  through  their  whole  lives  sacrificing 
for  their  children,  for  their  grandchildren,  and  sometimes  for  their  great- 
grand  children!  The  Lord  will  bless  you  sisters,  out  of  the  abundance  of 
his  blessings,  for  every  sacrifice  which  you  make  for  these  children.  And 
do  keep  close  to  them!  And  above  all.  you.  yourselves,  lead  lives  that 
will  be  an  example  to  these  little  ones  that  you  have  brought  into  the  world. 
After  all.  perhaps  that  is  your  greatest  responsibility  to  live  righteously 
before  the  Lord. 
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One  other  thing  I  would  like  to  mention  for  a  moment,  and  that 
is  —  I  hope  that  none  of  you  will  feel  that  your  children  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  temptation  or  transgression.  The  more  firmly  you  feel  that,  the 
greater  the  danger  to  your  family.  No  one  is  safe  from  the  wiles  and  the 
persuasions  of  Satan.  He  reached  Adam  and  Eve  before  mortality  came. 
He  reached  into  the  family  of  Adam,  and  Adam's  family  produced  the 
first  murderer.  All  down  through  history  he  has  reached  into  the  families 
and  to  the  persons  of  those  who  are  in  high  and  responsible  positions. 
Satan  reached  David,  a  man  after  the  Lord's  own  heart,  who  committed 
the  great  sin  which  he  committed;  the  great  Solomon,  and  stole  his  heart 
away.  And  in  modern  times  we  have  too  many  illustrations  of  where 
children  of  our  leaders  do  not  live  just  as  we  would  wish.  So  I  beg  of  you, 
do  not  assume,  my  dear  brothers  and  sisters,  that  your  children  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  Satan,  but  always  go  forward,  always  conduct  your  family 
life,  always  be  parents,  fathers  and  mothers  acting  on  the  fact  that  Satan 
stands  at  the  elbow  of  your  dear  one  to  lead  him  astray.  Never  forget  that, 
my  brothers  and  sisters. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  I  am  reminded  that  Moses,  herding  his  father-in- 
law's  sheep  at  Mount  Horeb,  saw  one  day  a  flaming  bush,  and  the  flame 
did  not  consume.  Being  curious,  he  started  to  walk  toward  this  flaming 
bush,  and  the  voice  of  the  Lord  came  out  of  the  bush  forbidding  him  to 
come  farther,  for,  said  the  Lord,  ".  .  .  the  place  whereon  thou  standest  is 
holy  ground."  (Ex.  3:5)  So  I  think  that  in  every  Latter-day  Saint  home  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  a  flaming,  non-consuming  fire,  there  to  light  our 
way,  to  guide  us,  to  protect  us,  and  to  help  us  do  our  duty,  and  every  inch 
of  space  in  that  home  is  holy  ground.  We  should  never  forget  it.  Always 
remember,  and  always  live  so  that  we  shall  not  defile  in  any  way  the 
holiness  of  the  home  which  should  be  ours. 

May  God  bless  the  Saints  in  their  trials  and  in  their  tribulations, 
may  he  help  them  to  guide  and  direct  their  children,  may  he  give  them  the 
power  to  rear  their  children  in,  righteousness,  so  that  this  work  of  ours 
shall  fulfil  its  destiny  and  roll  forth  and  fill  the  earth;  this  blessing  I 
ask  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


Looking  for  a  Gift? 
One  that  will  please   EVERYONE? 

A  Subscription  to 

CUMORAH'S    SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 

is  appropriate  on  any  occasion, 

including   baptism   and    is   appreciated 

by   family   and   friends   alike. 
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THE    VISION 


IN  the  spring  of  1820.  the  boy  prophet  Joseph  Smith,  beheld  a  vision 
of  the  Father  and  the  Son.  At  this  time  many  glorious  truths  were 
brought  forth  about  the  original  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  Saviour  told 
the  young  lad  that  his  life  was  to  be  one  of  heavenly  events,  including  the 
restoration,  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Several  years  later,  the  boy  beheld  another  vision,  in  prophesy  of 
restoring  the  gospel.  The  prophet  records  this  experience  as  follows: 
".  .  .  on  the  evening  of  September  21.  1823.  after  I  had  retired  to  bed  for 
the  night.  I  betook  myself  to  prayer  and  supplication  to  Almighty  God  for 
forgiveness  of  all  my  sins  and  follies,  and  also  for  a  manfiestation  to  me. 
that  I  might  know  of  my  state  and  standing  before  him;  for  I  had  full 
confidence  in  obtaining  a  divine  manifestation  as  I  previously  had  done. 

'While  I  was  thus  in  the  act  of  calling  upon  God  I  discovered  a  light 
appearing  in  my  room  which  continued  to  increase  until  the  room  was 
lighter  than  at  noon  day.  when  immediately  a  personage  appeared  at  my 
bedside,  standing  in  the  air,  for  his  feet  did  not  touch  the  floor. 

".  .  .  He  called  me  by  name  and  said  he  was  a  messenger  sent  from 
the  presence  of  God  and  that  his  name  was  Moroni;  that  God  had  a 
work  for  me  to  do;  and  that  my  name  should  be  had  for  good  and  evil 
among  all  nations,  kindreds  and  tongues,  or  that  it  should  be  both  good 
and  evil  spoken  of  among  all  people. 

He  said  there  was  a  book  deposited,  written  upon  gold  plates,  giving 
an  account  of  the  former  inhabitants  of  this  (the  American)  continent,  and 
the  source  from  whence  they  sprang.  He  also  said  that  the  fulness  of  the 
everlasting  gospel  was  contained  in  it  as  delivered  by  the  Saviour  to  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  America. 

Also  that  there  were  (deposited  with  the  plates)  two  stones  in  silver 
bows  and  these  stones,  fastened  to  a  breatsplate  constituted  what  is 
called  the  Urim  and  Thummin.  The  possession  and  use  of  these  stones 
were  what  constituted  'seers'  in  ancient  or  former  times;  and  God  had 
prepared  them  for  the  purpose  of  translating  the  book." 

About  four  miles  south  of  Palmyra  is  a  hill  of  considerable  size, 
rising  abruptly  on  the  north  side  and  tapering  to  the  south  with  a  long 
slope,  and  called  Cumorah.  On  the  west  side,  not  far  from  the  top,  as 
Joseph  had  seen  it  in  vision,  was  the  weathered  surface  of  a  rounded 
stone,  the  edges  of  which  were  covered  with  earth. 

Eagerly  he  removed  the  earth  so  that  he  might  get  a  lever  under  the 
edge.  Lifting  the  rock,  he  looked  into  a  box  formed  by  a  stone  in  the 
bottom  with  other  stones  cemented  together  to  form  the  sides. 

There,  indeed,  was  the  treasure!  —  a  book  of  gold  leaves  bound 
together  with  three  rings,  the  breastplate  and  the  two  stones  set  in  silver 
bows. 

Anxiously  he  reached  down  to  take  them  when  he  felt  a  shock.  He 
tried  again  and  received  another  paralyzing  shock.  Yet  again  he  reached, 
and  this  time  the  shock  was  so  severe  as  to  render  him  weak  and  power- 
less. In  his  frustration  he  called  out,  "Why  can  I  not  obtain  this  book?" 

"Because  you  have  not  kept  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,"  answered 
a  voice  at  his  side.  The  boy  turned,  and  there  stood  the  same  messenger 
with  whom  he  had  conversed  during  the  night.  Guilt  overwhelmed  him. 
and  Moroni's  solemn  caution  and  charge  flashed  through  the  boy's  mind 
that  Satan  would  try  to  tempt  him  because  of  the  indigent  circumstances 
of  his  father's  family,  but  that  the  plates  of  gold  were  for  the  glory  of 
God,  and  he  must  have  no  other  purpose  in  mind  in  relation  to  them. 

232  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER      September,  1%6 


Thus  rebuked,  he  was  told  that  he  should  not  receive  the  plates  at 
that  time,  but  that  he  should  undergo  four  years  of  probation,  and  that 
during  that  period  he  should  come  to  the  hill  each  year  on  this  same  day. 
"Accordingly,"  he  writes,  "I  went  at  the  end  of  each  year,  and  at  each  time 
I  found  the  same  messenger  there,  and  received  instructions  and  intelligence 
from  him  at  each  of  our  interviews,  respecting  what  the  Lord  was  going  to 
do,  and  how  and  in  what  manner  his  kingdom  was  to  be  conducted  in 
the  last  days. 

"At  length  the  time  arrived  for  obtaining  the  plates,  the  Urim  and 
Thummin,  and  the  breastplate.  On  the  twenty-second  day  of  September, 
1827,  having  gone  as  usual  at  the  end  of  another  year  to  the  place  where 
they  were  deposited,  the  same  heavenly  messenger  delivered  them  up  to  me, 
with  this  charge:  That  I  should  be  responsible  for  them;  that  if  I  should 
let  them  go  carelessly,  or  through  any  neglect  of  mine,  I  should  be  cut 
off;  but  that  if  I  would  use  all  my  endeavours  to  preserve  them  until  he. 
the  messenger,  should  call  for  them,  they  should  be  protected." 

Joseph  soon  learned  why  Moroni  had  charged  him  so  strictly  to  guard 
the  record  taken,  from  the  hill.  No  sooner  was  it  rumoured  that  he  had  the 
plates  than  efforts  were  made  to  seize  them  from  him.  To  preserve  them 
he  first  carefully  hid  them  in  a  hollow  birch  log.  Then  he  locked  them  in 
a  chest  in  his  father's  home.  Later  they  were  buried  beneath  the  hearthstone 
of  the  family  living  room.  A  cooper's  shop  across  the  street  was  their  next 
hiding  place.  All  of  these  and  other  stratagems  were  employed  to  keep  them 
safe  from  neighbourhood  mobs  who  raided  and  ransacked  the  Smith 
home  and  surrounding  premises,  and  even  employed  the  services  of  a 
diviner  in,  their  zeal  to  locate  the  record. 

From  this  time  onward  until  his  death,  the  life  of  the  young  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  was  one  of  unending  harassment  and  persecution.  But  despite 
the  widespread  scepticism  which  existed  regarding  him,  some  friends  were 
early  raised  up.  One  was  a  young  school  teacher  named  Oliver  Cowdery 
who  became  his  scribe. 

On  April  7,  1829,  Joseph  and  Oliver  began  work  on  the  portion  of  the 
plates  they  were  instructed  to  translate.  Under  the  inspiration  of  God, 
Joseph  transcribed  the  characters  and  dictated  to  Oliver  who  recorded  the 
words  in  longhand.  In  less  than  three  months'  time  the  monumental  task 
was  completed  and  arrangements  were  made  to  have  the  manuscript  printed. 
The  first  edition  of  the  publication,  called  "The  Book  of  Mormon,"  came 
from  the  press  in  the  early  spring  of  1830. 

Did  anyone  beside  Joseph  Smith  see  the  gold  plates?  The  answer  is 
yes!  On  one  occassion  three  men  saw  them,  and  on  another  they  were  seen 
and  handled  by  eight  men.  These  men,  wrote  and  signed  solemn  statements 
attesting  to  their  experiences. 

What  happened  to  the  plates  after  the  work  of  translation  was  com- 
pleted and  were  they  viewed  by  the  witnesses?  In  1838  Joseph  Smith  re- 
corded, "By  the  wisdom  of  God,  they  remained  safe  in  my  hands,  until 
I  had  accomplished  by  them  what  was  required  at  my  hand.  When,  accord- 
ing to  arrangements,  the  mesenger  (Moroni)  called  for  them,  I  delivered 
them  up  to  him;  and  he  has  them  in  his  charge  until  this  day. 

D.D.B. 


MISSION  NEWS    (Continued  from  page  238) 

President  of  the  First  Quorum  of  Elders  in  the  South  African  Mission. 
His  second  and  younger  sister,  Anna  Maria  de  Wet  is  organist  of  the 
Ramah  First  Branch. 

We,  the  members  of  the  South  African  Mission,  are  most  confident 
of  the  success  of  Elder  de  Wet,  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  always  bless 
him  as  he  serves  his  God  in  the  British  Mission. 
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b\   Bernard  &   loyce  WtM  ^hP****'''!^^* 

/\N  Sunday  night.  October  30,  1965,  we  left  for  England.  The  Strydoms 
^^  and  the  Bibbs  saw  us  off  on  Johannesburg  station;  we  were  very 
excited.  The  "Cape  Town  Castle"  sailed  from  Cape  Town  on  November 
30.  but  was  three  hours  late  due  to  a  gale  of  60-70  miles  an  hour.  There 
were  only  105  passengers  and  300  crew,  so  wc  had  the  whole  ship  to  our- 
selves. We  seemed  to  do  nothing  but  eat,  sleep,  swim  and  play  other 
sports.  It  was  a  wonderful  rest  which  we  really  enjoyed.  We  arrived  in 
London  on  November  17.  We  went  to  see  the  Tower  of  London,  the  Crown 
Jewels.  London  Bridge,  the  Palace  and  of  course  we  went  around  in  circles 
on  the  underground  railways. 

Saturday,  November  20,  finally  came.  We  got  up  at  5.30  a.m.;  it  was 
cold,  dark  and  raining.  Off  we  went  to  the  bus  stop.  It  was  quite  a  way  so 
we  had  to  get  a  taxi.  While  we  were  waiting  for  the  bus  we  saw  a  snack 
bar.  but  they  only  sold  tea  and  coffee.  It  was  so  cold  and  wet  we  wanted 
something  to  drink,  but  couldn't  get  a  thing.  We  were  sheltered  from  the 
rain  until  the  bus  came  at  7.20  a.m.  At  last  we  were  on  our  way  to  the 
temple  where  we  arrived  H  hours  later.  Even  though  it  was  raining  hard, 
it  was  a  lovely  sight  to  behold.  We  walked  up  the  path  and  knocked  on 
the  door  of  the  Temple.  President  England  opened  the  door  and  asked  us 
in.  There  we  stood  dripping  while  we  took  our  wet  shoes  and  coats  off. 
Then  we  showed  President  England  our  recommends.  After  this  we  walked 
to  the  cloakrooms  to  put  our  shoes  and  coats  away.  On  the  way  to  the 
cloakrooms  we  passed  about  20  boys  and  girls  who  were  listening  to  a 
temple  worker.  They  had  come  to  do  baptisms  for  the  dead,  and  they  were 
all  so  quiet  and  reverent  it  was  lovely  to  see  them.  President  England  took 
us  to  see  the  baptismal  font  and  spoke  to  us  for  a  while,  and  one  thing  I 
must  tell  you.  our  family  group  sheet  was  correct  thanks  to  Sister  Stella 
Scott  who  typed  it  out  for  us. 

It  was  now  time  for  the  Temple  ceremony  to  begin.  I  was  taken  and 
looked  after  by  some  very  patient  and  wonderful  ladies.  I  was  now  very 
nervous  and  I  could  not  take  everything  in,  but  these  temple  workers  were 
very  kind.  Finally  the  time  came  for  Bernard  and  me  to  be  married  for 
time  and  eternity.  We  went  into  a  lovely  room  and  there  we  were  spoken 
to  by  a  very  fine  man.  In  fact,  he  was  very  special  to  us.  He  looked  just 
like  what  I  imagined  a  heavely  messenger  to  look  like.  He  was  all  in  white, 
tall,  blue  eyed  and  fair.  His  name  Brother  Jensen.  He  spoke  to  us  so 
humbly  and  quietly,  yet  we  could  hear  every  word.  He  told  us  all  about 
how  wonderful  his  mother  was.  He  spoke  so  beautifully  the  tears  were 
streaming  down  my  face.  Then  he  married  Bernard  and  me  for  time  and 
eternity.  This  was  the   most  wonderful  time  of  our  lives;   holding  hands 
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across  the  altar.  We  just  looked  at  one  another  and  the  tears  ran  down 
our  faces.  Then  the  children  came  in  all  in  white,  and  they  stood  there 
smiling  at  us.  Then  the  children  were  sealed  to  us.  This  was  the  most 
precious  and  dearest  time  of  our  lives.  We  were  sealed  for  time  and 
eternity. 

After  we  were  changed  into  our  own  clothes  we  went  and  had  a  lovely 
lunch.  The  children  had  already  been  given  lunch.  We  looked  at  the  time 
and  it  was  time  to  get  back  to  London  to  catch  a  train  and  go  to  Black- 
pool where  my  parents  were  waiting  to  see  us.  It  had  been  six  years  since 
last  we  had  seen  them.  We  left  the  Temple  and  ran  to  catch  the  bus.  The 
bus  came  and  off  we  went  to  London.  We  got  off  the  bus,  caught  a  taxi, 
and  picked  up  our  bags  at  the  hotel,  them  off  to  the  station  where  we  just 
caught  the  train  at  5.15  p.m.  We  arrived  in  Blackpool  after  11  o'clock  at 
night,  and  there  were  my  parents  waiting  on  the  station  and  outside  was 
a  taxi  waiting.  It  was  very  cold,  but  we  arrived  at  my  mother's  and  were 
soon  warm  and  cozy. 

We  spent  the  next  few  weeks  in  Blackpool.  We  found  the  place  where 
the  church  was  holding  its  meetings  then  we  wrote  to  the  Patriarch.  He 
wrote  back  and  we  left  the  children  with  my  mother  and  then  left  for 
Manchester.  The  Patriarch's  name  was  Brother  Albert  Woodruff,  and  we 
enjoyed  speaking  to  him.  We  received  our  blessings  and  then  came  back  to 
my  mother  and  the  children.  We  then  went  to  stay  in  Nottingham  with  my 
sister  and  once  more  were  able  to  visit  the  Temple  where  we  went  through 
two  sessions.  This  time  we  enjoyed  the  Temple  ceremony  more  than  ever. 
We  were  not  nervous  like  the  first  time  and  we  were  able  to  appreciate 
all  that  went  on  there. 

It  was  time  to  come  back  to  South  Africa.  We  once  more  climbed 
aboard  the  "Cape  Town,  Castle"  and  sailed.  The  boat  was  full.  We  called 
at  Madeira,  Ascension  Isles  and  Saint  Helene,  the  latter  being  really  a 
lovely  place.  Finally  we  saw  the  Fairest  Cape  in  all  the  world  and  arrived 
at  Cape  Town  and  caught  a  train  to  Johannesburg.  We  arrived  at  Krugers- 
dorp  Station  and  there  were  Sister  Muriel  Harris,  Lesley  and  Ann  waiting 
for  us  at  5.30  in,  the  morning.  Brother  Sailor  Coetzee  then  arrived  and  took 
us  home  for  breakfast.  This  was  the  close  of  a  wonderful  experience. 


CUMORAHS  MESSAGE  FOR  YOUTH 

The  Melchizedek  Priesthood 

by  Anna  Maria  de  Wet 

1TVO  we  all  know  that  it  is  Fathers  Day  today?  I  doubt  it  my  brothers 
-*-'  and  sisters.  This  shouldn't  be!  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  Mothers  Day  is  a 
greater,  a  much  more  celebrated  day  in  the  world  today?  To  me,  especially 
as  I  am  a  Latter-day  Saint,  Fathers  Day  is  equally  important  or  perhaps 
a  little  more  important,  because  my  father  is  really  special;  he  holds  the 
Holy  Melchizedek  Priesthood;  the  same  kind  of  Priesthood  that  God 
holds.  The  Melchizedek  Priesthood  is  the  greatest  blessing  that  can  ever 
come  to  the  home.  I  know  that  it  was  indeed  wonderful  when,  my  father 
received  this  Priesthood. 

Anyone  of  you  who  has  at  some  time  or  another  been  ill.  will  know 
how  wonderful  it  is  when  your  own  father  can  administer  to  you.  I  felt 
really  great  when  I  was  in  the  hospital  and  my  own  father  could  come 
and  administer  to  me.  Everybody  thought  that  it  was  my  minister,  but  I 
was  very  proud  to  be  able  to  tell  them  that  it  was  my  father  and  that  he 
was  no  minister,  but  yet  held  the  right  authority. 
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You  know  brothers  and  sisters  I  even  seem  to  get  more  out  of  the 
sacrament  when  my  father  administers  it.  This  again  wouldn't  be  possible 
if  he  didn't  hold  the  Priesthood.  It  is  only  because  my  father  holds  the 
Melchi/edek  Priesthood  that  we  will  be  able  (if  everything  goes  right)  to 
visit  the  Temple  next  year  and  be  sealed  to  each  other  for  time  and  all 
eternity  in  the  Temple  of  God;  because  it  is  only  when  the  father  of  the 
home  holds  the  Melchi/edek  Priesthood  that  he  can,  take  his  family  through 
the  Temple  of  God. 

This  wonderful  privilege  of  having  your  father  hold  the  Melchizedek 
Priesthood  I  do  not  want  to  deprive  my  children  of.  This  is  why  my  future 
husband  will  have  to  hold  the  Melchi/edek  Priesthood.  My  dream  will  only 
become  real  if  I  marry  a  Melchi/edek  Priesthood  holder,  because  I  assure 
you.  brothers  and  sisters,  that  it  is  only  a  boy  with  the  Priesthood  that  can 
measure  up  to  this  dream  —  that  can  possess  all  these  virtues. 

"Give  me  June,  and  lace,  and  satin,  and  flowers,  and  love,  especially 
give  me  love.  Give  me  a  young  man.  Let  him  be  kind  when  I  am  blue, 
courageous  when  I  am  afraid,  tender  when  I  am  hurt,  and  during  those 
moments  when  I  want  to  tease,  give  him  those  golden  drops  that  we  call 
a  sense  of  humour. 

Now  let  a  few  years  go  by.  and  into  the  Temple,  there  let  me  enter 
with  those  who  mean  the  most  in  my  life,  and  there  let  me  marry  my 
young  man." 

There  are  those  of  you  who  will  think  that  I  am  looking  for  perfec- 
tion. And  there  are  those  who  wisely  know  that  I  shall  never  find  it.  But  I 
do  not  ask  for  perfection.  If  my  young  man  were  perfect  I  could  not  walk 
by  his  side,  for  I  know  too  well  the  faults  I  have. 

If  I  marry  a  man  who  loves  God  as  I  love  God.  worships  as  I  worship, 
and  lives  as  I  live,  I  must  work  toward  this  goal.  I  know  that  I  want  the 
best.  And  so  before  June,  before  the  flowers,  in  front  of  God  and  the 
Temple,  I  must  choose. 

These,  then,  are  the  measures  of  my  man.  He  should  love  me  enough  to 
make  me  feel  wanted,  but  not  so  much  that  I  cannot  stand  alone.  He 
should  be  rich  enough  that  life  is  pleasant  and  gracious,  but  poor  enough 
to  have  the  challenge  of  ambition.  I  want  him  to  understand,  to  tolerate 
my  faults,  but  not  so  well  that  he  can  dominate  my  soul.  I  would  have  him 
walk  with  God.  humbly.  Gentle  should  be  his  touch,  kind  his  words, 
considerate  his  leadership,  and  compassionate  his  thought.  In  short  I 
would  have  my  husband  be  the  man  Micah  described  when  he  said,  ".  .  . 
what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy, 
and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God."  But  over  and  above  all  this,  I  would 
have  my  young  man  hold  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood. 

How  wonderful  it  must  be  to  be  married  in  the  Temple  and  have  a 
child  born  to  you  under  the  covenant.  Again  this  is  only  possible  because 
of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood. 

If  my  future  husband  holds  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  he  will  be  able 
to  bless,  baptize  and  confirm  our  little  children.  And  one  day  he  may  even 
be  able  to  ordain  the  boys  to  the  different  Priesthoods. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  bear  you  my  testimony  that  I  know  that 
the  Priesthood  on  the  earth  today  is  the  same  that  God  holds.  And  I 
know  that  the  men  bearing  this  Priesthood  have  great  powers.  And  I 
pray  that  we  women  will  realize  their  great  standards  and  responsibility 
which  they  have  to  live  up  to  and  that  we  will  asist  them  in  this. 

I   leave  these  words  with  you  humbly  in  the  name  of  Jesus   Christ. 

Amen. 

Editor's  Note :  This  talk  was  given  by  Anna  Maria  de  Wet  on  June 
19,  1966.  the  night  of  Fathers  Day  and  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  Com- 
memoration Sacrament  Service.  Anna  Maria  is  16  years  old,  and  is  from 
the  Ramah  I  Branch. 
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MISSION  NEWS 


X^ROM  July  5.  to  July  23,  the  South  African  Mission  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus    Christ    of    Latter-day    Saints    (Mormons)    sponsored    another 
Mormon  Pavilion,     at  the  Daily  News  Exhibition  or  The  Better  Homes 
tor  Living  Exhibition  in  Durban. 
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Approximately  I ()().()()()  people  passed  through  the  main  entrance  ol 
the  show.  The  hooth  ran  from  10.00  a.m.  to  10.00  p.m.  everyday  except  on 
Sundays.  The  missionaries  put  in  very  long  hours  to  keep  the  booth  run- 
ning, but  without  the  untiring  help  of  the  members  of  the  Natal  District, 
and  especially  the  Durban  Branch,  the  show  would  never  have  been  able 
to  be  the  success  that  it  was.  The  members  are  truly  to  be  congratulated 
for  their  fine  effort  and  success  of  the  booth. 

Book  of  Mormon  displays.  Church  History  photos.  Paintings  and 
illuminated  transparencies  of  Salt  Lake  City  were  on  display,  but  probably 
the  most  outstanding  attraction  of  the  booth  was  the  "Television  featur- 
ing two  films  on  the  Tabernacle  Choir. 

Hundreds  of  pamphlets  and  tracts  were  handed  out  by  the  missionaries 
at  the  show,  and  many  fine  contacts  were  made.  The  missionaries  are  al- 
ready meeting  with  some  of  these  people,  and  are  hoping  that  many  of 
them  will  prove  to  be  successful  in  accepting  the  Gospel. 

The  impact  oi"  the  booth  will  not  only  be  felt  at  the  present,  but  will 
be  felt  throughout  the  years. 


The  Third  One 


^UNDAY.  July  31.  1966,  saw  the  farewell  testimonial  of  yet  another 
^  missionary  from  the  South  African  Mission  to  another  mission  over- 
seas. Elder  Jacobus  Eugenatius  (Naas)  de  Wet  departed  from  Jan  Smuts 
airport  for  London.  England,  headquarters  of  the  British  Mission,  the 
following  evening.  August  1. 

Elder  de  Wet  is  the  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Jack  de  Wet  of  the 
Ramah  First  Branch  in  Johannesburg.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  de  Wet.  and  the  third  son  to  serve  his  God  in  such  a  calling. 
His  two  elder  brothers,  Koot  de  Wet  and  Jackie  de  Wet.  both  served  mis- 
sions in  their  own  country.  South  Africa. 

Brother  de  Wet,  the  missionaries  father,  is  group  leader  of  the  Elders 
group  in  the  Ramah  First  Branch,  while  his  mother.  Sister  Anna  de  Wet.  is 
President  of  the  Relief  Society  of  the  South  African  Mission.  His  eldest 
brother.  Koot.  is  second  counsellor  in  the  Natal  District  Presidency.  His 
other  brother.  Jackie,  is  teacher  of  the  Elders  group  in  the  Ramah  First 
Branch,  Sunday  school  teacher  and  Assistant  District  Clerk  of  the  Trans- 
vaal District.  Elder  de  Wet  has  two  sisters,  one  of  which  is  married  to  a 
return    missionary    of  the    South   African    Mission.    Brother.    Alma    Donh. 

(Continued  on  page  233) 
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OUR    LEADERS 

rj^HE  newest  assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve,  who  was  sustained  at 
-*-  the  general  conference  on  April  6,  is  James  Alfred  Cullimore,  a 
dynamic  leader  who  has  spent  his  adult  life  as  a  businessman  in  the  mission 
areas  of  the  Church.  Wherever  his  business  life  has  taken  him,  his 
"Father's  business"  has  also  been  an  important  part  of  his  activity. 

For  nearly  thirty  years  the  Cullimore  home  has  been  in  Oklahoma 
City.  There  he  served  as  branch  president  for  fourteen  years,  followed  by 
nine  years  as  president  of  the  West  Oklahoma  District.  He  was  sustained 
as  the  first  president  of  Oklahoma  Stake  October  23,  1960,  serving  just 
two  and  a  half  months  before  being  called  as  president  of  the  Central 
British  Mission  on  December  27,  1960.  In,  January  1964  he  was  called  to 
the  priesthood  welfare  committee,  and  since  then,  during  the  two  quarters 
of  the  year  that  are  designated  stake  welfare  conferences,  he  has  left  his 
home  nearly  every  weekend  to  meet  with  the  Saints  in  their  conferences 
throughout  the  Church. 

Over  the  years,  unnumbered  missionaries  and  servicemen  found  the 
Cullimore  home  always  open  to  them,  a  place  where  they  could  always  find 
a  wonderful  meal  and  good,  strengthening  conversation.  He  told  them  how 
he,  too,  had  longed  for  a  home  in  the  stakes  of  Zion;  but  just  as  a  stake 
was  being  organized  in  New  York,  he  went  to  Chicago;  and  when  a  stake 
was  considered  there,  his  employment  opportunities  took  him  elsewhere. 
A  stake  was  finally  organized  in  Oklahoma  City  with  him  as  its  first 
president,  but  he  was  soon  to  be  called  to  be  a  mission  president  in  the 
British  Isles. 

"We  have  lived  away  from  Utah  a  long  time,"  states  Elder  Cullimore. 
a  giant  of  a  man  by  spiritual  and  all  other  measurements.  "But  it  has 
been  a  choice  experience.  It  has  been  a  challenge  to  all  of  us,  all  of  the 
time,  to  live  up  to  our  standards." 

Brother  Cullimore  is  married  to  Grace  Gardner  of  Spanish  Fork,  Utah. 
"My  wife  is  the  best  part  of  our  combination,"  he  says.  "She  is  now  the 
stake  Relief  Society  president  in  Oklahoma  Stake."  They  were  married  in 
the  Salt  Lake  Temple  June  3,  1931,  and  travelled  to  New  York  City,  where 
he  had  a  scholarship  for  graduate  studies  at  the  New  York  University 
School  of  Retailing.  They  have  three  children;  two  daughters  and  one 
son;  Kelwyn  Henry  Cullimore,  Luella  Cullimore  Payne  and  Nancy  Culli- 
more. 

The  Cullimore's  endeared  themselves  to  the  hundreds  of  saints  they 
met  during  their  short  visit  to  the  Republic. 
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S.A.  IN  NEWS 

The  following  arc  printed  from  The  Church  News  published  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  Utah,  and  distributed   throughout  the  world. 

MOWBRAY  'Cumorah'  Mission  Home  Gone 

Members  and  missionaries  who  remember  Mowbray's  "Cumorah" 
Mission  Home  in  the  South  African  Mission  expressed  regret  that  it  had 
to  be  torn  down  to  make  way  for  the  new  classroom  wing  on  the  Mowbray 
chapel.  "Cumorah"  served  as  headquarters  for  the  Church  in  South 
Africa.  It  was  the  home  of  1 1  mission  presidents  and  hundreds  of  young 
missionaries  who  came  to  the  mission  from  many  parts  of  the  world. 

President  David  O.  McKay  was  among  the  noted  Church  leaders  who 
passed  through  "Cumorah's"  doors.  Civic  leaders  also  had  been  entertained 
there  as  the  Church  grew  to  its  present  strength.  The  historic  buildiag  was 
erected  by  Sir  Herbert  Baker  in  1903.  It  was  built  in  the  exclusive  Mowbray 
area,  then  a  suburb  of  Cape  Town.  The  Church  purchased  the  home  in 
1916  after  occupying  it  for  a  few  years.  Nicholas  G.  Smith  was  mission 
president  at  the  time. 

JOHANNESBURG:  Letter  of  Appreciation 

President  Pieter  A.  Milne  of  the  Bloemfontein  Branch  of  the  South 
African  Mission  has  presented  an  illustrated  brochure  on,  the  Church  to 
State  President  C.  R.  Swart  of  the  Republic  of  South  Africa.  The  Govern- 
ment official  was  pleased  and  sent  a  letter  of  appreciation  to  President 
Milne: 

"Please  accept  my  cordial  thanks  for  sending  the  interesting  and  well 
illustrated  booklet  on  the  story  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints. 

"Looking  through  the  booklet  brings  back  nostalgic  memories  of  the 
few  days  I  had  the  privilege  and  pleasure  of  spending  in  Salt  Lake  City 
during  my  student  days  in  the  United  States  of  America  more  than  forty 
years  ago.  I  still  possess  the  Book  of  Mormon  which  I  acquired  on  that 
occasion." 

JOHANNESBURG:  3  Missionaries  Called 

History  was  made  for  the  Church  in  South  Africa  when  the  first  trio 
of  missionaries  left  their  homes  in  South  Africa  to  fill  missions  in  foreign 
lands. 

Scores  of  missionaries  have  come  to  South  Africa  from  other  countries 
over  the  years  but  it  remained  for  Elder  Alexander  V.  Comrie  of  Pretoria: 
Elder  Gerald  de  Wet  of  Johannesburg,  and  Elder  Brian  Miller  from  Durban 
to  set  the  pace. 

JOHANNESBURG:  Film  Strip  Proves  Worth 

South  African  missionaries  are  happy.  They  have  their  own  translation 
of  the  film  production  "What  is  a  Mormon."  A  special  preview,  showing 
the  translated  script  into  Afrikaans  "Wat  is  "n  Mormon"  and  the  South 
African  slide  film  production  "What  is  a  Mormon?",  adapted  from  the 
American  version,  was  well  received  by  missionaries. 

Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen  recommended  that  the  film  strip  be  adapted 
to  South  African  use.  Elders  John  R.  Carlson  and  Arnold  Vosloo  devoted 
much  time  and  work  to  the  production.  Translation  of  the  script  into 
Afrikaans  was  done  by  Carol  de  Wet  with  the  aid  of  Ben  de  Wet  and 
Johann  Brummer.  The  film  strip  will  be  used  by  missionaries  to  win 
friends  and  confidence  of  their  contacts.  In  many  cases  it  will  be  the  first 
impression  that  South  Africans  will  have  of  the  Church. 
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S.A.  MISSION 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Cumorah's    Message   of    You 

Elder  Dwight  D.  Butt,  Section  Editor 


PORT  ELIZABETH 

Exciting    Announcement 

Reported  by  Shirley  J.  Savage 
T>RESIDENT  Charsley's  announcement  that  all  the  plans  for  the  exten- 
-*-  sions  to  our  chapel  and  hall  have  been  passed,  was  met  with  enthu- 
siasm. The  builders  will  start  building  as  soon  as  possible,  which  is  esti- 
mated to  be  within  the  next  six  weeks.  The  members  are  looking  forward 
to  the  opening  of  the  hall  and  social  events,  especially  their  first  Christmas 
with   the  hall. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  extending  a  hearty  welcome 
to  Brother  and  Sister  Robb  from  Ramah,  and  hope  that  they  will  be  able 
to  settle  down  in  Sister  Joy's  old  hometown. 

The  school  holidays  brought  many  visitors  from  East  London,  Cape 
Town  and  Johannesburg  to  our  Branch.  It  was  especially  nice  to  have 
our  old  friend  Sister  Milne  with  us  again. 

From  welcome  to  farewell.  We  regret  the  withdrawal  of  our  two 
Lady  Missionaries,  Sister  Bake  and  Sister  Clarke,  to  Durban.  It  was  nice 
having  Lady  Missionaries  in  Port  Elizabeth  again  after  such  a  long  recess. 
We  are  grateful  to  them  for  laying  a  firm  foundation  for  our  MIA  which 
is  now  steadily  improving.  While  they  were  here  we  spent  an  enjoyable 
evening  playing  volley  ball  against  the  army  and  airforce  team  of  Port 
Elizabeth,  after  a  most  interesting  lesson  given  by  Sister  Bake. 


EAST  LONDON 


Witnesses     Baptisms 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 


\  BOUT  40  members  gathered  at 
-£*-  the  chapel  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, July  24,  to  witness  the  bap- 
tism of  two  young  ladies  from 
Queenstown:  sisters  Laura  van 
Heerden  and  Laureen  Burgess.  We 
welcome  them  into  the  Church  and 
pray  that  the  may  be  instrumental 
in  drawing  others  into  the  Queens- 
town  Branch. 

The  weekend  of  July  9  and  10, 
saw  President  and  Sister  Snow  and 
President  and  Sister  Cherrett  arrive 
for  branch  conference.  At  7.30  p.m. 
on  the  Saturday,  two  excellent  films 
were  shown.  Many  good  talks  were 
heard    on    Sunday    and    as    usual 


everyone  felt  uplifted.  On  the  Sun- 
day evening  about  30  members 
together  with  Brother  and  Sister 
Lowe  and  family  from  Cape  Town, 
travelled  to  Kingwilliamstown  to 
hold  a  sacrament  meeting  with 
Sisters  Pratt  and  Sparg.  From  all 
reports  this  was  a  wonderful  meet- 
ing where  the  spirit  of  the  Lord 
was   greatly   felt. 

On  the  public  holiday,  Monday 
11th,  the  saints  gathered  at  the 
chapel  and  after  a  word  of  prayer, 
they  travelled  in  convoy  to  Gulu. 
about  10  miles  out  of  town.  The 
weather  was  glorious  and  everyone 
enjoyed   themselves  thoroughly  and 
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returned  home  in  the  late  after-  member  and  was  in  South  Africa 
noon  with  tummies  satisfied,  lungs  on  a  trial  period.  He  has  now.  re- 
full  of  fresh  air  and  a  wonderful  turned  to  Switzerland  to  tell  his 
spirit  of  friendship.  wife  and  family  of  their  prospects 
On  July  17.  the  saints  were  out  here  and  we  hope  that  the\ 
pleased  to  welcome  Brother  Muller  will  be  returning  to  settle  in  East 
from     Switzerland.     He     is     a    new  London  within  three  months. 

DURBAN 

Participates    in     Show 

Reported  by  Beryl  Soane 

fTHJE  voices  of  the  Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir  were  to  be  heard  singing 
-*■  along  with  the  other  sounds  at  the  Daily  News  exhibition  held  in 
Durban,  for  three  weeks  in  July.  Many  visitors  showed  great  interest,  and 
the  missionaries  were  pleased  with  the  results  of  the  "Mormon  Pavilion.'" 

Twice  during  July  the  hall  at  Durban  chapel  had  an  international 
air  about  it.  On  July  9.  the  CSM  Festival  was  held,  being  called  "An 
Evening  in  Austria."  Members  and  friends  attending  were  greeted  with 
the  strains  of  Vienese  Waltzes  and  the  smell  of  the  soup  and  dumplings 
and  apple  tart  and  cream.  The  ten  and  eleven-year  old  children  of  the 
branch  attended  the  small  tables,  dressed  as  "frauleins"  and  "kerrels". 
and  later  they  sang  songs  from  "The  Sound  of  Music",  in  which  everyone 
joined. 

Later  in  the  month  some  of  the  men  of  the  Melchizedek  priesthood  were 
to  be  found  building  a  "Chinese  Restaurant"  out  of  brown  paper  on  a 
frame,  while  their  wives  were  busy  planning  a  five-course  meal  for  an 
evening  in  the  Orient.  Guests  wielded  their  chopsticks  to  Chinese  and 
Japanese  music,  and  then,  were  entertained,  to  their  great  delight,  by 
two  Geisha  Girls,  complete  with  kimonos  and  fans,  white  faces  and  slanted 
eyes,  who  danced  for  them. 

There  was  not  a  little  surreptitious  eye-wiping  when  the  Simon's 
family  said  farewell  at  the  end  of  the  month,  after  fifteen  months  in 
Durban.  Morgan  and  Barbara  Simon.,  their  small  son.  Adam  and  Babara's 
mother.  Sister  Parker,  left  to  return  to  their  home  in  New  Zealand.  Brother 
Simon  was  born  in  South  Africa  and  brought  his  family  to  this  country 
to  show  them  what  it  was  like. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 

Holds    Car     Rally 

Reported  by  Constance  de  Bruin 

HDHE    Relief    Society    held    a    car  hood.     These     brethren     are     now 

■*-    rally,  supper  and  film  show  in  Priests. 

aid  of  the  building  fund  on  July  23  The   branch   ■     a   hjve  of  activit 

A   wonderful   time   was   had   by  all  t  th     moment  with  preparation  for 

and  the  w.nners  were  Brother  Dan  h     Vari        Concert  to    be   held   in 

and    S.ster    Cynthia    Holden.    They  A              ^    wi],    be         combined 

were   very   popular  winners,   and    it  cs^    Festjva,    and    bui|dj        Fund 

is  with  deep  regret  that   the   saints  proiect 

bid  them  farewell  at  the  end  of  the  ' 

month.    Brother   Holden    is   starting  The  other  highlight  of  the  month 

a  new  job  on  the  South  Coast,  and  was    a    Sunday    School    picnic    held 

will    be    living    there.  at  Henly  Dam  just  outside  Maritz- 

The    branch    would    like    to    con-  burg.      The     children      were     very 

gratulate    Brothers    D.    A.    Hancock  thrilled   as  they   went  out  by   train, 

and    J.    H.    de    Bruin    on    their   ad-  Everyone    agreed     it    had     been    a 

vancement    in    the    Aaronic    Priest-  perfect  day.  with  lots  of  fun. 
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The  Orth  family  from  Primrose 
paid  a  visit  to  Maritzburg  during 
the     month.     Also     Brother    Bernie 


Orth  and  his  wife.  It  was  wonder- 
ful to  have  them  back  in  our  midst 
even  for  such  a  short  while. 


KIMBERLEY 

Gains    New     Members 

Reported  by  Martha  H.  Dalgleish 

/^N  Saturday,  June  4,  Brother  and  Sister  James  Sandilands  were  happy 
^^  parents  to  see  their  young  son  James  Sandilands  Jn.r.  enter  the 
waters  of  baptism  at  the  Bloemfontein  Chapel. 

President  and  Sister  Snow  paid  us  a  visit  on  July  16,  and  what  a  joy 
to  have  them  in  our  midst. 

During  Relief  Society  recess,  the  sisters  worked  each  Tuesday  on 
quilting  and  now  are  back  to  our  meetings. 

The  Brothers  and  Sisters  were  sorry  to  say  cheerio  to  Elder  Larry 
Rigby.  and  happy  to  welcome  Elder  Gordon  L.  Carter  into  our  family 
circle. 


BLOEMFONTEIN 


Holds    Bantu    Party 

Reported  by  James  W.  G.   Robb 


/"iN  the  15th  of  this  month  a 
^^  farewell  social  was  held  in 
the  form  of  a  Bantu  Party.  Quite 
a  number  of  members  as  well  ns 
friends  attended.  This  farewell  was 
for  Brother  and  Sister  Robert 
Milne  and  their  four  daughters  who 
have  left  to  take  up  residence  in 
Durban,  where  he  has  accepted  a 
new  appointment.  Our  loss  is  now 
the  gain  of  Durban  Branch. 


At  the  same  farewell  party. 
Brother  Brian  Spear  was  presented 
with  a  parting  gift,  as  he  too  has 
left  for  Pretoria  on  transfer. 

We  congratulate  Brother  Her- 
manus  van  der  Leek  and  Sister 
Elizabeth  Daubney  on  the  occasion 
of  the  marriage  recently.  We  also 
congratulate  Brother  John  Daubney 
and  Miss  Patricia  Rain  on  the 
marriage. 


SALISBURY 


Welcome    Home    Missionary 


Reported  by  Jean  Bean 

TULY  was  again  a  very  busy,  happy  and  entertaining  month  for  the 
**    Salisbury  Saints. 

On  the  evening  of  June  30,  a  number  of  Saints  gathered  at  the  Salisbury 
Airport  to  welcome  home  Sister  Jeanette  Bean  after  serving  a  mission  in 
South  Africa. 

On,  Saturday,  July  30,  the  Sunday  School  Superintendency  and  Teachers 
worked  hard  to  make  a  success  of  the  Cine/Dinner  which  they  held  to  raise 
funds  for  the  Chapel  Building  Fund. 

The  cultural  hall  and  tables  were  decorated  with  floral  arrangements 
by  Sister  Norma  Thwaits  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Laing. 

Brothers  Alf  Frost,  Jack  Stevens  and  Frank  Oliver  acted  as  waiters, 
and  Sister  Leah  and  Sandra  Corbett  and  Beverley  Frost  made  charming 
waitresses. 

The  evening  proved  a  great  success.  72  people  were  present,  of  whom 
47  were  members,  3  missionaries  and  22  visitors  and  friends. 

A  film  show  followed  a  five  course  dinner.  Members  and  guests  en- 
joyed  a   great  programme   consisting   of   a  cartoon    to    encourage   careful 
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driving,  a  travel  film  and  the  main  film  "In  Search  of  Truth.' 

MIA  has  again  been  very  active  during  the  month.  During  Rhodes  and 
Founders  holiday  week-end.  a  fireside  was  held  on  the  Saturday  night, 
and  Monday  was  celebrated  by  Branch  members  and  their  friends  at  a 
Picnic/Sports  Day  Festival. 

All  members  and  the  friends  who  participated,  were  divided  into  teams, 
named  Alma.  Moroni  and  Aaron.  Badminton  was  played  in  the  Recreation 
Hall;  Volley  ball.  Jackminton  and  French  Cricket  were  played  on  the  car 
park;  and  Hockey,  Rounders  and  Gaining  Grounds  were  played  on  an 
adjoining  sports  field  which  had  been  loaned  to  the  members,  and 
which  they  had  cleared  of  long  grass  ready  for  this  occasion. 

There  were  76  people  present,  of  whom  22  were  friends,  thus  afford- 
ing the  missionaries  the  opportunity  of  meeting  them  socially.  The  crowd 
present  enjoyed  the  day  tremendously. 

The  MIA  Social  evening  on  the  28th  was  another  most  enjoyable 
occasion  too.  Members  and  friends  were  entertained  to  a  "Slide"  show  and 
a  talk  given  by  Sister  Julia  Shaw  about  her  trip  to  the  United  States  last 
year.  She  had  visited  the  New  York  State  World's  Fair  and  the  Mormon 
Pavilion  in   particular. 

Relief  Society,  although  still  in  recess,  met  on  Wednesday  evening, 
July  20,  to  attend  a  demonstration  by  Mrs.  Harding  of  the  Salisbury  Poly- 
tech  on  the  more  intricate  details  of  plain  dressmaking.  The  sisters  and  a 
few  friends  thoroughly  enjoyed  a  most  instructive  evening  and  expressed 
gratitude  for  all  they  had  learned. 


GWELO 


Grows    in    Numbers 

Reported    by    Brenda   Alderson 


A  FTER  a  long  spell  of  the 
-^*-  Gwelo  Branch  consisting  of  the 
Budd  family  only,  things  have 
looked   up  considerably. 

First  of  all  we  welcomed  Brother 
Ernest  Fourie  and  his  family  from 
Zambia.  On  August  6,  Sister  Joyce 
Fourie  and  their  daughter,  Lesley 
June,  entered  the  waters  of  baptism. 
Elders  Pack  and  Cheney  of  Bula- 
wayo  performed  the  baptisms.  Sister 
Fourie  and  Lesley  were  confirmed 
on  the  Sunday  morning  and  Adrian, 
their  son,  was   blessed. 

The  weekend  of  August  6  and  7, 
proved  to  be  a  very  special  one,  for 
not  only  did  we  witness  the  bap- 
tisms of  Joyce  and  Lesley,  but  we 
had  the  Assistants  to  President  Snow 
visiting  us;  namely  Eders  Richardson 
and  Hemming. 

Sister  Margaret  Watson  and  her 
family  have  returned  to  Que  Que, 
after   a   stay   in   South   Africa.   We 


welcome  them  back,  and  know  that 
their  presence  in  Que  Que  will 
benefit  the  newly  formed  Home 
Sunday   School   greatly. 

We  hear  from  Sister  Jean  New- 
bold  that  their  Home  Sunday 
School  and  Primary  are  coming  on 
very  successfully.  Even  though  the 
Que  Que  saints  now  have  their  own 
Sunday  School,  Gwelo  still  benefits 
by  a  visit  from  their  mebers  every 
Fast  Sunday.  This  makes  Fast  Sun- 
days a  highlight  for  us  as  we  have 
the  Bulawayo  Elders  with  us  as 
well. 

In  order  to  get  funds  for  Primary 
equipment,  we  held  a  sale  of  home- 
made cakes  and  sweets.  The  total 
profits  were  £30. 

Our  Relief  Society  has  just  re- 
opened (after  a  year's  recess!)  We 
certainly  hope  that  this  time  it  will 
be  permanent  and  we  won't  have 
to  close  again. 
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COPPERBELT 

Decreases    Again 

Reported  by  Arlene  Oosthuizen 

I^iOND  farewells  were  said  this  past  month  to  Brother  Ken  and  Sister 
-*■  Iris  Engh,  who  have  left  us  to  make  their  new  home  in  East  London. 
Their  absence  from  our  Branch  will  be  greatly  felt  as  they  were  both 
always  willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand,  and  did  a  great  deal  towards  the 
building  of  our  chapel  in  Kitwe.  Brother  Engh  served  long  and  well  as 
Branch  Clerk. 

Brother  Joseph  Peart  has  been  set  apart  as  our  new  Branch  Clerk, 
and  we  pray  that  he  will  truly  be  blessed  by  the  Lord  while  serving  in  this 
worthy  position. 

Welcome  visitors  this  month  from  Salt  Lake  City  were  Gary  and 
Shirley  Howlett  and  their  daughter  Elise,  who  were  the  guests  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Cresswell  Mctavish.  Gary  spent  part  of  his  Mission  labouring 
on  the  Copperbelt  and  the  members  were  thrilled  to  see  him  again. 

A  recent  Cake  Icing  Display  in  Luanshya  brought  honours  to  three  of 
our  sisters.  Sister  Mavis  Munch  received  a  cup  for  the  highest  points.  She 
received  first  prize  in  the  Special  Occasion  Section,  and  third  prize  in  the 
Novelty  Section  and  a  Highly  Recommended  in  the  Special  Occasion 
Section.  Young  Jennifer  Munch  received  a  First  Prize  in  the  under  1 1  group. 

CARLETONVILLE 

Chapel    Filled 

Reported  by  Jean  Alexander 

UR  chapel   was  filled   to    over-  We   welcome   sister   Ekman    back 

flow    on    Saturday,    July    30,  from  the  Cape, 
when     Sister     Anna     Joubert     was 

married     by     President     Powrie     to  Congratulations  to  Brother  Walter 

Daniel  Marais  of  Carletonville.  The  Eggers  and  Brother  Otto  Krauss  on 

bride's      sister,      Magdalena,      was  their  appointments  as  1st  Counciler 

bridesmaid.  and  Branch  Clerk. 

EAST  RAND 

Starts    Sunday    School    Year 

Reported  by  Lucy  Carr 

fT^HE  East  Rand  Branch  is  proud  to  report  that  they  have  started  their 
-*■  new  Sunday  school  year  by  organising  a  Junior  Sunday  School  in 
conjunction  with  their  Senior  Sunday  school.  Needless  to  say  that  the 
younger  members  are  very  impressed  and  quite  a  few  hidden  talents  have 
come  to  light. 

Congratulations  go  to  the  MIA  women's  team  who  have  won  the 
volleyball  league.  They  are  keeping  up  the  high  standard  that  they  set  at 
the  MIA  convention. 

At  Sacrament  meeting  on  July  17,  three  members  graduated  from 
a  Sunday  School  Teachers  Training  Course.  President  Bester  congratulated 
and  presented  Sister  Fritz  and  Brother  and  Sister  Carr  with  their  graduation 
certificates. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  saints  attended  a  special  MIA  filmshow  held 
at  the  chapel  Bountiful.  The  films  show  were  highly  appreciated  as  they 
covered  subjects  close  to  the  hearts  of  MIA  members. 
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SPRINGS 


Welcomes    Guest    Speakers 

Reported    by    Valerie    Keuning 


HHHE    Volleyball     league 
-■■    under      way      now      wi 


is  well 
►  ay  now  with  the 
Springs  Senior  Men's  learn  doing 
very  well. 

On  July  10,  the  M  Men  and 
Gleaner  class  held  a  fireside  with 
Elder  Ridge  as  guest  speaker.  He 
spoke  on  the  importance  of  Uni- 
versity Studies.  Another  fireside  was 
held  on  Sunday  evening,  July  31, 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Ken  Armstrong.  This  time  the  group 
were  addressed  by  Elder  Smith  on 
Leadership  Development,  and  a 
filmstrip  was  also  shown. 

The  Parent  and  Youth  class  of 
Sunday  School  gathered  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Richard 
Dalldorf  on  Friday  evening,  July  29. 


This  outing  took  the  form  of  a 
fancy  dress  party  —  games  and 
dancing  were  the  entertainment,  and 
hotdogs  and  soup  were  served 
during   the  evening. 

With  the  lovely  weather  we  have 
been  having,  one  is  inclined  to 
think  that  Spring  is  in  the  air!  It 
apears  that  way  in  Springs  for  we 
have  two  young  couples  to  con- 
gratulate for  taking  the  first  step 
towards  matrimony!  We  extend  our 
sincere  best  wishes  to  Brother  John 
Hugo  and  Sister  Jill  Armstrong 
who  were  engaged  July  23,  and  to 
Brother  Erold  Jubber  and  Sister 
Melaney  Peterson  who  announced 
their   engagement   July   30. 


RAMAH  II 

Bids     Farewell    to    Members 

Reported  by  Hope  Minne 

\  GOOD  crowd  gathered  at  Park  Station  on  July  13.  to  wish  God's 
J-*-  speed  to  Brother  and  Sister  Long  and  family  and  Sister  Van  Zyl.  who 
were  starting  their  journey  to  the  London  Temple. 

MIA  is  being  re-organised.  We  now  have  Sister  Petronella  Nel  as 
President  of  the  Young  Women's  MIA  with  Mavis  Els  as  First  Counciller. 
and  Eileen  Schwartzel  as  Second  Counciller. 

Primary  goes  from  strength  to  strength  under  the  leadership  of  Sister 
Maureen  Van  Zyl. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Wilson  and  sister  Pearl  on  the  birth  of  a 
son.  Welcome  to  Marraine  and  Raymond  Biart  who  were  baptised  on 
July  2. 

President  and  Sister  Meyer  have  moved  to  Cape  Town,  and  may  we 
say  to  the  Mowbray  Branch,  that  they  are  certainly  gaining  some  great 
members.  The  Meyer's  are  also  proud  parents  of  a  new  baby  born  under 
the  covenant. 


RAMAH  I 


Members    Depart    for    Overseas 

Reported  by  Olive  H.  Dewsnup 


T3ROTHER  Francis  and  Sister 
-*-*  Mabel  Donly  and  Brother  Roy 
and  Sister  Erma  Rutherford  and 
family  said  farewell  to  the  Branch 
at  a  social  held  in  their  honour  on 
July  9.  The  Branch  President,  in 
presenting  a  travelling  case  each  to 


the  Donly's  and  Rutherford's,  and 
after  wishing  them  God's  speed, 
encouraged  the  members  to  extra 
efforts  in  the  'Share  the  Gospel' 
programme  to  recruit  new  members. 
During  the  afternoon,  Llewellvn 
Nielson     Donly,    youngest    son    of 
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Brother  and  Sister  Francis  Donly 
and  Deborah,  only  daughter  of 
Sister  Elizabeth  Van  Zyl,  were 
married. 

A  unique  occasion  on  Saturday 
16th  was  a  reunion  of  all  ex- 
missionaries.  Apart  from  shared 
experiences  and  reminiscences,  the 
meeting  was  a  great  spiritual  feast. 

The  Aaronic  Priesthood  held  a 
film  evening  showing  travelogues 
and  a  Church  film.  A  special  fea- 
ture of  the  evening,  and  one  which 
caused    amused    and    sometimes   ex- 


cited comment,  was  a  film  of  the 
last  Easter  Convention  which 
Brother  Michael  Dewsnup  had 
filmed. 

The  evening  of  Saturday  30th. 
must  have  been  a  mixture  of  sad- 
ness and  pride  when  a  farewell 
social  was  held  in  honour  of 
Brother  Naas  de  Wet  to  mark  his 
departure  to  serve  a  mission  in  the 
British  Isles.  His  farewell  testi- 
monial was  held  on  Sunday,  July 
31. 


KLERKSDORP 

Welcomes    Young    Converts 

Reported  by  Joan  Wilson 

fl^HE  branch  welcomes  young  Peter.  Keith  and  Noel  de  Villiers  who  were 
-*-     baptized  recently. 

It  was  nice  having  a  few  visitors  this  month.  President  and  Sister 
Chater  and  family  on  the  10th.  Then  the  Osman  family  and  Brother  Bradley 
on  the  31st  who  visited  the  Sunday  School. 

On  the  23rd.  all  the  members  gathered  at  the  Chapel  Hall  for  the 
Pioneer  Social.  It  was  started  by  singing  'Come.  Come  Ye  Saints'  and  then 
Dirk  Hanekom  telling  a  Pioneer  story.  All  joined  in  playing  games  and 
dancing  the  Virginia  Reel.  Afterwards,  soup,  beans  and  pancakes  were 
served. 


KRUGERSDORP 


Has    Interesting    Visitors 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb 


W/'E  are  glad  to  renew  acquain- 
*  »  tance  with  Gary  Howlett,  a 
former  Krugersdorp  missionary  and 
to  meet  his  wife  Shirley  and  little 
daughter  who  are  at  present  visit- 
ing South  Africa. 

They  have  travelled  as  far  North 
as  Zambia  and  as  far  South  as 
Cape  Town  and  plan,  among  other 
things,  to  visit  the  Kruger  National 
Park  before  their  departure. 

Krugersdorp  gave  a  big  welcome 
to  Maureen  and  Gail  Sawyer,  who 
spent  a  week  of  their  July  holidays 


here. 

President  Joyce  Levy  was  well 
pleased  with  the  proceeds  of  the 
Relief  Society  cake  sale  held  on 
July  22. 

Krugersdorp  continues  to  be  en- 
thusiastic about  volleyball  and  has 
recently  played  against  Springs. 
East  Rand  and  Pretoria. 

On  July  30,  the  Sunday  School 
held  a  function  in  aid  of  their 
Christmas  Tree  Fund.  Despite  the 
films  being  in  the  vintage  class  they 
were  much  enjoyed  by  the  audience. 


PRETORIA 


Youth    Gain    Awards 


Reported    by   Catherine   J.  du    Preez 
rpiHE  Relief  Society  Sisters  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  big  effort  for 
-*-      the   building  fund.    Making   and    selling  pancakes    in    Sunnyside   has 
proved  a  great  success. 
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Congratulations  to  the  following  young  people  of  our  branch  in  gaining 
further  awards  in  MIA:  Brother  Johann  Muller.  Roberta  van  Staden. 
Martha  du  Preez  and  Pats\  Alcock.  I  he  young  people  have  to  work  hard 
to  gain  these  awards,  and  we  hope  the  example  the>  have  set  will  be 
followed  by  many. 


PRIMROSE 


New     Members     Welcomed 


Reported    by 

\M7E  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to 

™  ™     Brother  and  Sister  Kotze  and 

family,    who   have    recently    moved 

into  our  area. 

On  the  10th,  we  were  pleased  to 
have  Brother  Ben  de  Wet  from 
Ramah  and  Brother  Wilson  and  his 

VEREENIGING 


Elizabeth    Butt 

daughter  from  Krugersdorp  visiting 
us  and  giving  us  their  thoroughly 
enjoyable    talks. 

Everyone  is  excited  about  our 
chapel,  which  is  nearing  comple- 
tion, as  the  date  for  the  opening 
has  been  set  for  August  28. 


Branch     Conference     Held 

Reported  by  Elaine  Sheasby 
/^WUR  yearly  branch  conference  was  held  during  July,  and  once  again 
^-^  the  Vereeniging  saints  were  able  to  associate  and  enjoy  the  company 
of  fellow  saints  from  the  district.  The  various  meetings  were  all  well  attend- 
ed, and  enjoyed  by  all.  As  usual  conference  time  brings  many  changes, 
and  one  was  the  release  of  President  Sakkie  Pienaar.  who  handed  over  to 
President  Julian  Snyman. 

Brother  Pienaar  and  family  have  just  returned  from  the  seaside,  where 
they  enjoyed  a  lovely  holiday. 

Relief  Society  will  be  in  full  swing  from  August  4.  after  having  been 
in  recess. 


MOWBRAY 


O 


Building    Fund     Increased 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

UR    building    committee    raised       Maureen    Kirsten. 
amount    of    approximately 


one  hundred  rands  this  month.  This 
sum  was  obtained  as  a  result  of  a 
supper-party  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Frank  Fourie.  Guessing 
games  were  organized  by  Brother 
Brian  Jenner. 

The  great  North-west  has  called 
another  two  of  our  young  people 
away  from  our  shores.  Brother 
Rocco  de  Villiers  and  Sister  Coral 
Cartwright  have  gone  over  to 
Canada  to  settle.  It  seems  so  short 
a  time  since  these  two  young  folk 
returned  from  their  missions.  Rocco 
will  be  attending  college  in  the 
land  o(  his  choice.  Coral  has  gone 
to    join    Sisters    Alice    Wareing    and 


Congratulations  to  Brother  Don 
and  Sister  Milja  Harper  whose  third 
baby  was  born  during  July.  It's  a 
girl!  Brother  and  Sister  Andrews 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
arrival  of  a  third  son.  Also  *o 
Brother  and  Sister  Eric  Bibb  whose 
family  has  been  increased  by  the 
birth   of  a   little  daughter. 

Brother  Lewis  (from  the  State  of 
Georgia)  has  been  here  for  some 
weeks.  He  is  on  the  American  track- 
ing-ship. The  members  of  the  MIA 
spent  a  ver\  enjoyable  and  in- 
structive evening  on  the  ship  on  the 
evening  of  the   27th. 
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Another    interesting    evening    was  Welcome   to    Brother    Meyer   and 

arranged  by  the  'Cape  Times",  who  family  who  have  come  to  make  their 

showed  Mutual  members  just  how  a  home  at  the  Cape.   May  their  stay 

newspaper   is    "put   to    bed".  be   very   happy. 


Aaronic    Priesthood   Awards 

by  President  D.  A.  Cherrett 

^V\70RK  without  purpose  is  usually  a  drudgery  and  performed  poorly. 
*  ™  Work  with  purpose  gives  satisfaction  and  growth  to  the  person  con- 
cerned. The  goals  we  set  ourselves  in  life  may  vary,  but  it  is  only  the  ones 
that  we  find  difficult  and  involve  sacrifice  or  effort  that  are  going  to  be 
of  any  benefit  to  us  both  spiritually  and  physically. 

It  is  only  by  application  that  we  get  anywhere,  and  the  youth  who 
realizes  this  and  learns  to  set  for  himself  a  goal  in  life  and  works  with 
single-mindedness  to  achieve  that  goal,  is  the  one  who  is  going  to  succeed. 
We  all  appreciate  recognition  of  services  rendered,  and  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  merit  in  the  effort  displayed  by  people  in  their  desire  to  achieve 
distinction  in  the  field  of  their  choice. 

The  youth  who  sets  for  himself  the  goal  of  getting  an  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood Award  has  to  fulfil  certain  requirements,  and  it  is  the  acknowledge- 
ment that  he  has  fulfilled  these  requirements  and  achieved  certain  standards 
of  conduct  that  justifies  the  conferring  of  the  award  on  him.  It  is  recog- 
nition that  he  has  first  and  foremost  lived  up  to  the  standards  set  for  a 
Latter-day  Saint  youth.  He  has  put  forward  the  effort  to  read  and  under- 
stand certain  scriptures,  memorize  certain  verses  of  scripture,  perform  a 
certain  number  of  church  duties  and  give  talks  in  church  services.  The 
performance  of  these  things  adds  strength  of  character  and  the  incentive  to 
achieve,  and  will  develop  the  love  of  service  and  study.  It  will  give  incen- 
tive for  higher  achievement  in  church  activities. 

It  is  the  desire  of  every  parent  and  Branch  President  that  our  youth  be 
developed,  and  this  can  be  achieved  by  helping  them  and  encouraging  them 
to  set  for  themselves  goals  in  life.  The  encouragement  to  work  for  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  Awards  is  a  step  towards  the  greater  goals  in  life 
which  bring  joy  and  satisfaction  in  living. 


FROM  OUR  FILES 

MARRIAGES 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

VAN  DER  LEEK,  Hermanus  Rudolph 
married  Elizabeth  Noel  Daubney  on  July 
1,    1966. 

KRUGERSDORP  VEREENIGING 

SWANEPOEL,    Jan    Andries    married    Amy        MARAIS,    Pieter    married    Marie    AntoineUe 
Alicia    Watt   on   April   2,    1966.  Janse-van  Rensburg  on  December  18,  196?. 

DEATH 

DURBAN 

ALLAN,    Doreen    Elizabeth    (Mitchell)    died 

July  8,   1966. 
WILKENS.    William    Jacobus    died    July    23, 

1966. 
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FROM  OUR  FILES 


BLESSINGS 


DURBAN 

FAGAN.   Dale   John   blessed   August   7,    1966. 
KLOWERDAY,      Stephen      Vincent      blessed 

June    29,    1466. 
WHITING.     Alma     Ray     blessed     August     7. 

1466. 

MOWBRAY 

ANDREWS.   James   blessed    August   7,    1966. 
MARITZ.    Alwyn    blessed    August    7.     1966. 


SALISBURY 

ROY ,    Charmainc    Margaret     blessed     August 

7.    1966. 
ROY',    Sharon    Ann    blessed    August    7.    1966. 
ROY'.    Norman    Paul    blessed    August   7,    1966. 

SPRINGS 
KEUNING.    David    Marten    blessed    July    3. 

1466. 

WELKOM 
NEL.    Larry    Dallon    blessed    May    1,    1966. 
WILFORD,    l.orctlc    blessed    May    1.     1966. 


BAPTISMS 


DURBAN 
FAGAN.     Ada     Lyall     baptized     August     6. 
1966. 

EAST    LONDON 
BURGESS.    Laureen    May    baptized    July   24. 

1966. 
VAN     HEERDEN,    Laura     Audrey     baptized 
July   24.    1966. 

EAST   RAND 
CLOETE.     Pietcr    Andries    baptized    July    3. 
1966. 

KRUGERSDORP 
BANFIELD.  Sharon   Jeanne   baptized  July   2. 
1466. 

PORT   ELIZABETH 
DALTON.     Vivian      John     Daniel      baptized 

April    3.    1966. 
EK.    Gavlc    Eleanor    baptized    May    1.    1966. 


RAMAH    I 
BANTJIES,    Michael    Peter    baptized    May    8. 

1966. 
ELS,    Garv    Clifford    baptized    July    4.    1966. 

SALISBURY 
ROY',     Margaret     Johanna     Boyce     baptized 

August    6.    1966. 
ROY'.      Robert      Dennis      Charles      baptized 
August    6.    1966. 

VEREENIGING 
MOORE,    Kendall    Constance    baptized    June 

4.    1466. 
WILSON,   Vanessa    Anne   baptized    April    21. 
1466. 

WELKOM 
FARQUHARSON,       Heatherleigh       baptized 

April  30.   1966. 
HARTY',    Linda    Jennifer    baptized    June    25. 
1966. 


ORDINATIONS 


BELLVILLE 
BESTER,   Dirk    Daniel   Johannes  ordained   an 

Elder  June  26.   1966. 

CARLETONVILLE 
EGGERS,      Walter      Werner      ordained      an 

Elder    June    12,    1966. 

DURBAN 
JAKINS,     Sorrel     Glenn     Duffy     ordained     a 

Teacher     August     14.      1966. 
KEE,     Herman     John     ordained     a     Teacher 

August    14.    1466. 
POYURS.       David       Maurice       ordained       a 

Priest    August     14,     1466. 
POYURS.    Wessel   Jacobus   Wessels   ordained 

a    Teacher    August    14.    1966. 
WILLSON.      Rodney      Cedric      ordained      a 

Teacher    August     14.     1966. 
EAST    LONDON 
CORRIGAN.      Ralph      Nixon      ordained      a 

Priest     August    7.     1966. 
HERTOG,    Simon    ordained    a    Deacon    July 

17.    1966. 
SHELVER.    Alfred.    Jr.    ordained    a    Teacher 

July    31.    1966. 

KRUGERSDORP 
VAN    DEN     HEEVER,    Johann    ordained    a 

Deacon    February    20.    1966 
MOWBRAY 
BANFIELD,     Terrance     Bryan     ordained     a 

Deacon    July     10.    1966. 
BOOY'ENS.      Marthinus      Jacobus      ordained 

a     Deacon    July    3.     1966. 


DAWSON.       Alan       Stanley       ordained       a 

Deacon  July  10.  1966. 
HERBERT.      David      Wenslcy      ordained      a 

Deacon  July  3.  1966. 
LOWE.       Frederick       Donald       ordained       a 

Deacon    July     10.     1966. 

RAMAH    I 
DE    WET,    Jacobus    Eugenatius    ordained    an 

Elder  July   31.    1966. 
ERLSTON.       Ralph       Harold      ordained      a 

Deacon  July   17.   1966. 
MANCER,      Charles      Joseph      ordained      a 
Deacon  July  17.   1966. 

SALISBURY 
BELL.    Ian    Cedric    ordained    a    Deacon    Julv 

10.    1466. 
CORBETT.    Colin    Dawes    ordained    a    Priest 

July    17.    1966. 
HODGKISS.      Gregory      Hugh      ordained      a 

Deacon  July   10.   1966. 
SWALWELL,     John     Harrison     ordained     a 

Priest    July     17,     1966. 
TWAITS.     Daryl     Mark     ordained     a     Priest 
July    17.    1966. 

VEREENIGING 

SLABBERT.     Martin      Jacobus     ordained     a 

Deacon    May     15.     1966. 

WELKOM 

BELDON.    Glenn    ordained    a    Teacher    Mav 

8.    1966. 
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MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 

RELEASES 

FXDER  RONALD  MELVIN  BURGENER,  released  August  19.  1966.  Elder  Burgener  is 
from  Orem.  Utah.  He  laboured  in  Durban,  Bloemfontein,  Welkom,  Cape  Town  and 
the  Mission  Home.  He  was  District  Leader  of  Cape  Town  and  Cumorah  Districts, 
Mission  Secretary  and  the  Transvaal  Zone  Leader. 

ELDER  RENDELL  W.  PRATT,  released  August  19.  1966.  Elder  Pratt  is  from  Meridian, 
Idaho.  He  laboured  in  Mayfair  West,  Krugersdorp,  Cape  Town,  Port  Elizabeth,  East 
Rand.  Durban  and  Pretoria.  He  was  District  Leader  of  the  East  Rand,  Durban  and 
Pretoria    Districts. 

ELDER  DUDLEY  LEAVITT  RUSHTON,  released  August  14.  1966.  Elder  Rushton  is  from 
Tacoma.  Washington.  He  laboured  in  Bloemfontein,  Vereeniging,  East  London,  Cape 
Town  and  Salisbury. 

ELDER  DAVID  MILNER  SKELTON,  released  August  19,  1966.  Elder  Skelton  is  from 
Woodscross.  Utah  He  laboured  in  Kimberley,  Cape  Town,  Mayfair  West,  Krugersdorp, 
Salisbury   and   Germiston. 

ELDER  STANFORD  STODDARD  SMITH,  released  August  18,  1966.  Elder  Smith  is  from 
Bountiful.  Utah.  He  laboured  in  Welkom.  Benoni,  Cape  Town,  Pretoria  and  East 
Rand.    He    was    District    Leader   of   the    Pretoria   and    East    Rand    Districts. 

ELDER  GARY  BRUCE  TORGERSON,  released  August  19.  1966.  Elder  Torgerson  is  from 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  He  laboured  in  Brakpan,  Welkom,  Pietermaritzburg,  Vereeni- 
ging and   Pretoria. 

ELDER  DOUGLAS  POLL  RIDGE,  released  August  18,  1966.  Elder  Ridge  is  from  Provo. 
Utah.  He  laboured  in  Carletonville,  Kroonstad,  Kimberley  and  the  Mission  Home.  He 
was  Associate  Editor  of  the  CSM. 


TRANSFERS 

SISTER   LORNEL   N.   CLARK,   transferred   from   Durban  to  the  Mission   Home,   August  5. 

1966. 
SISTER    BERTIE    BAKE,   transferred    from    Durban   to   the   Mission  Home,   August   5,    1966. 
ELDER  BRADLEY  M.  CLAWSON,  transferred  from  Bulawayo  to  Kensington,  Johannesburg, 

July  17,  1966. 
ELDER  JAMES  W.  THOMAS,  transferred  from  Edenvale  to  Roodepoort,  July  18.  1966. 
ELDER  ROGER  WILLIAMS,  transferred  from  Roodepoort  to  Benoni,  August  5,  1966. 
ELDER  JAMES  L.  DAVIS,  transferred  from  Benoni  to  Port  Elizabeth,  August  5,  1966. 
ELDER  LARRY  ALDEN  RIGBY,  transferred  from  Kimberley  to  Pretoria,  July  30,  1966. 
ELDER  JOHN  E.  MASSEY,  transferred  from  Pretoria  to  Cape  Town,  August  10,  1966. 
ELDER   PAUL   D.    VAN   UITERT,    transferred   from   Port   Elizabeth   to  Welkom,   August   8. 

1966. 
ELDER    KENNETH    C.    SCOTT,    transferred    from    Cape    Town    to    Germiston,    August    12. 

1966. 
ELDER  JOHN   WAYNE   BAKER,   transferred   from   Welkom  to  Edenvale,   August    10,   1966. 
ELDER    FRANK   CARTER,   transferred   from   Pretoria   to   Kimberley,   July   29,    1966. 
ELDER    HOWARD   W.   CHENEY,   transfered    from   Salisbury   to   Bulawayo,   July   31,    1966. 
ELDER     R.     GORDON     RANDALL,    transferrred    from    Vanderbijl    Park    to    Krugersdorp, 

September  8.  1966. 
ELDER  G.   MICHAEL  HYMAS,  transferred  from  Krugersdorp  to  Cape  Town,  September  8. 

1966. 
ELDER    MICHAEL    R.   JOLLEY,   transfered    from   Edenvale   to   Bloemfontein.   September   8. 

1966. 
ELDER    WILLIAM    A.    BENINCOSA,   transfered    from   Pretoria    to    Edenvale,    September   5, 

1966. 
ELDER   STEPHEN   L.    ALLRED,   transferred   from   Port  Elizabeth   to  Durban     September  9 

1966. 
ELDER  TERRY  LARSEN,  transferred  from  Cape  Town  to  Transvaal,  September  8,   1966. 
ELDER    LAYNE    HAMILTON,    transferred    from   Cape   Town   to    Vereeniging    September   9, 

1966. 
ELDER   GUY  HATCH,   transferred  from  Bloemfontein  to  Cape  Town,   September  9,    1966. 
ELDER  THOMAS  A.   RICKS,  transferred   from   Kimberley  to  Transvaal,  September  9,   1966. 
ELDER  DOUGLAS  WIESE,  transferred  from  Durban  to  Pietermaritzburg,  September  9,  1966. 
ELDER    BRIAN    ZEMP,    transferred    from   Durban   to    Pretoria,    September   9,    1966. 
ELDER  WAYNE  ANDERSON,  transferred  from  Pietermaritzburg  to  Kimberley,  September  9 

1966. 
ELDER    DEVON    S.    PORTER,    transferred    from    Carletonville    to    Primrose,    September    8 

1966. 
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Leaving    for    Home 


SISTER     CAROL     J. 

ETHER1NGTON 
Salt  Luke   City,   Utah 


SISTER    LORNEL 
NEVA    CLARK 

Trcmonton,    Utah 


SISTER    DOLPH1NA 
VAN    HEERDEN 

East   London.  Cape 


SISTER  THEONE   J. 
RECK AS 

Johannesburg. 

I  r.  in  m  .1.1 1 


Appointments 


▲tfcrti 


CD 


ELDER    KENNETH 
C.   SCOTT 

Idaho   Falls.    Idaho 


ELDER    LARRY 
A.    RIGBV 

Bountiful.   Utah 


ELDER    DANIEL   M. 
JONES 

Cedar.    Utah 


ELDER  JAMES  DAVIS 

I'm  i...     Utah 


ELDER    KENNETH    C.    SCOTT,    appointed    Transvaal    Zone    Leader    on    August    IK.    1966. 

Elder    Scott    has    served    in    Port    Elizabeth,    Parkwood.    Salisbury.    Southern    Suburbs   and 

Cape  Town  as  District  Leader. 
ELDER    LARRY    A.    R1GBY.   appointed    District    Leader   of   the    Pretoria    District   on    August 

18.    1966.    Elder    Rigby    has  served   in    Bloemfontcin.   Zambia.   QueenstOwn,    Port    Elizabeth 

and    Kimberley. 
ELDER   DANIEL   M.  JONES,  appointed   District   Leader  of  Cape  Town  on   August    12.    r»66 

Elder  Jones  has  served   in  Southern  Suburbs,   Pietermarilzburg.   Bulawayo  and  Cape  Town 
ELDER    JAMES    L.    DAMS,    appointed    District    Leader    of    the    Eastern    Cape    District    on 

August  6.    1966.   Elder  Davis  has  served  in   Kensington.  Salisbury.  Cape    Town.  Gcrmiston 

and    Benoni. 

ARRIVALS 

ELDER  RONALD  KENNETH  GIBB.  arrived  September  7.  1966,  from  Sacramento.  California 
ELDER  RICHARD  ELDON  GEORGE,  arrived  September  7.  1966.  from  Fair  Oaks. 
ELDER   RANDALL  SNOW   GIBBS,  arrived  September  7.    1966.    from  Salt   Lake  City.  Utah. 

California. 
ELDER   DENNIS   FRANK   LUNDGREEN.  arrived  September   7.    1966.    from   Ogdcn.   Utah. 
ELDER    MERLYN    J.    MONSON.   arrived    September   7.    1966.    from   Burlcy     Idaho 
ELDER    JAMES    GOODWIN    PLATT.    arrived    September    7.     1966.    from    Salt    Lake    City. 

Utah. 
ELDER  DAVID  ELLIOTT  STEWART,  arrived  September  7.   1966.  from  Hayward.  California 
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